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Matters of Religion Grants 

Call for Proposals 
 

Award amount Up to $5,000 

Application deadline October 31, 2026 (11:59 p.m. Eastern) 

Notification Approximately six weeks after the application deadline 

Date projects may 
begin 

Upon notification 

Date projects must be 
completed 

Within one year of notification; a final report is due within 90 days 
of completion 

Additional details 

• This grant requires a 50 percent match (cash and in-kind). 

• We will award Matters of Religion Grants quarterly over the 
next few years; proposals that are not funded during one 
application period may be revised and resubmitted for 
consideration in a subsequent one. 

• We expect to award approximately four or five grants per 
quarter.  

• Lilly Endowment Inc. provided funding for the Matters of 
Religion Grants. 

How to apply 

Applications must be submitted through the online grants portal 
(linked here and at www.indianahumanities/grant/matters-of-

religion-grant). See “Appendix A—What to Expect in the Online 
Application” on page 8. 

Have questions? 
We’re available and eager to support you as you develop your 
program idea and prepare your application. See “Administration 
Support” on page 7 for more on whom to contact. 

 
Launched in conjunction with the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, Matters of Religion is a multiyear project to help Hoosiers explore the role of 
religion in their lives and engage with how religious liberty—an idea central to the founding of 
America—influences education, democracy, culture, and the breadth of human experience in our 
religiously vibrant and diverse state.  
 
Through a variety of programs, Matters of Religion will bring Hoosiers together to consider why 
America’s founders valued freedom of conscience, how the meaning of religious liberty is 
negotiated and experienced by individuals and communities, and how being curious about the 
religious lives of others can animate our commitment to freedom and strengthen the civic fabric 
of our state.  
  

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=indianah
https://indianahumanities.org/grant/matters-of-religion-grant
https://indianahumanities.org/grant/matters-of-religion-grant
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The Matters of Religion Grants will support organizations throughout the state as they develop 
and implement local programs that contribute to the Matters of Religion project. Read on for 
more about what these grants support, who is eligible, and how to apply.  

 
What We Support 

We’re excited to support programs that use various formats and questions to engage with the 
Matters of Religion theme, so long as these programs are open to the public, make use of the 
humanities, and align with the other eligibility, requirements, and restrictions guidelines 
outlined on pages 3–6.  
 
Formats your project might use include but are not limited to: 

• Reading-and-discussion programs 

• Community conversations  

• Educational resources such as curriculums or interactive digital tools 

• Media projects (films, podcasts, etc.) 

• Speakers or panel presentations  

• Exhibitions aiming to inform and engage audiences  

• Oral-history projects 

• Tours, maps, and related spatial programs 

• Something else entirely that we haven’t thought of yet 
 
Topics/Questions your project might explore include but are not limited to:  

• What are the untold or less well-known stories of religious life or interfaith collaboration 
in your community?  

• How has religion, or the idea of religious liberty, impacted other facets of human 
experience in Indiana, such as: migration, education, food, commerce, architecture and the 
built environment, genealogy, democracy, healthcare, philanthropy, death practices and 
funeral care, calendars and scheduling, literacy and access to the humanities, holidays, and 
more? 

• How have religious groups experienced inclusion or exclusion in Indiana, and what factors 
made the difference? How have claims about religious liberty been used to inspire 
inclusion and belonging as well as division and fear? 

• What are different ways that Hoosiers (individuals, families, institutions) have 
demonstrated their commitment to religious liberty?  

• How have Hoosier voices contributed to broader conversations about religious liberty and 
its role in America’s democracy?  

• How have Indiana communities been impacted by legal decisions related to religious 
liberty? 

• When have the limits of religious liberty been contested in your community?  

• How have particular religious traditions/practices/experiences or interfaith collaborations 
influenced the culture or civic life of your community?  

• What practices can help Hoosiers discuss matters of religion in ways that foster trust and 
understanding?  

• How do people in your community understand the meaning of religious liberty, why is this 
the case, and why does it matter?   



   3 

Humanities-centered activities and approaches should be at the heart of your grant-funded 
programming. The humanities traditionally include the following fields: 
 

• Literature • Comparative religion 

• Language • Law 

• History • Ethics 

• Philosophy • Theory, history, and criticism of the performing and visual arts 

• Archaeology  

 
Broadly speaking, the humanities are a process for pursuing truths about the shared human 
condition. They inspire, engage and enrich us, allowing us to remember our past, envision our 
future, and consider ourselves as individuals and as members of communities. In essence, the 
humanities are the study of, participation in, and sharing of the things humans make and the 
things that make us human. If you have questions about whether your program incorporates 
humanities studies and/or practices and meets eligibility requirements, please email 
grants@indianahumanities.org. 
 
Eligibility 

To be eligible for a grant, you must apply on behalf of a tax-exempt organization that’s registered 
with the Internal Revenue Service; Also eligible are K–12 schools; colleges and universities; public 
libraries; churches, temples, synagogues, and mosques; and government entities. We will not 
award grants to individuals, nonregistered entities, or for-profit entities. Fiscal sponsorship is not 
permitted. All organizations receiving a grant must provide Indiana Humanities with a Unique 
Entity Identifier (UEI) through the federal government’s System for Award management website, 
SAM.gov (see more details on page 6–7). Recipients who are unable to provide a UEI will not be 
eligible for funding. Also, note that we will not award an organization more than one grant in a 12-
month period. 
 
Requirements 

Your proposal must meet the following requirements to be considered. Our review committee 
will use these to evaluate and score your application. 
 
Your project must: 

1. Engage with the Matters of Religion theme. Consult the “What We Support” section 
above for examples of how you might satisfy this requirement.  

2. Involve humanities methods and include humanities scholars in planning and 
implementation. For a definition of the humanities, refer to the “What We Support” 
section above. Humanities scholars are those with particular training or experience 
qualifying them as professionals in one or more of the academic disciplines of the 
humanities. Scholars may have advanced degrees (masters or doctoral programs) in a 
humanities field of study and/or regular appointments at an institution of higher learning, 
or they may have developed a high level of expertise through immersion in a particular 
cultural or religious tradition. 

We recognize that this requirement raises questions for many applicants, so if you would 
like guidance on including a qualified scholar as part of your project, please contact us. 

Be aware that Indiana Humanities grants typically do not support projects focused on the 
creation, display, or performance of art (visual art, drama, music). If your project involves 
these activities, we encourage you to seek guidance from the Indiana Arts Commission or 

mailto:grants@indianahumanities.org
https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
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your local arts council. In general, we do not award grants for writing workshops or other 
creative literary programs unless they include considerable opportunity for public reading 
and discussion. We will consider projects that engage with created works of art as part of 
humanities-based inquiry (e.g., a program might explore how a religious community uses 
music to gain acceptance or resist assimilation and might include a performance of some 
of that music; or an architectural historian might illuminate how the design of a religious 
building reflects the congregation’s experience with religious persecution), but the grant 
should primarily fund the humanities-based engagement with the art, not the creation, 
display, or performance of the art itself. Our advice: If your project includes arts 
components, reach out to us for guidance before applying. 

3. Be intended for a public audience. Although you may design and market your 
program for a target audience, you must ensure that it is open to the public at large. Our 
review committees assess the public nature of all proposed programs and evaluate how 
factors such as timing and location will impact audience attraction. Note that we do 
consider programs delivered in schools and correctional facilities to be public, and in these 
cases, you may offer them to select audiences (i.e., you don’t have to open them to the 
broader public).  

Please note: You may charge admission to an event funded with an Indiana Humanities 
grant, but the admission should be nominal (we recommend no more than the cost of a 
movie ticket). We will not fund a project if we feel the cost of admission will prevent it from 
being a truly public event. For this reason, we typically do not support conferences or 
workshops that charge significant registration fees, unless the grant goes toward an activity 
(e.g., a keynote address) that is open to the public at a free or reduced rate.  

4. Be presented at a site that’s accessible according to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). If the site is not ADA accessible, you must demonstrate how you 
will make reasonable accommodations. (For more information, visit this website.)  

5. Include a plan for execution. You must demonstrate that you have the capacity to 
carry out the project you propose. No matter how strong an idea is, we won’t fund it if we 
don’t have confidence that you can successfully implement it. In your application, be sure 
to provide sufficient detail as you describe your project ideas. Tell us exactly what you’re 
going to do and how you’ll do it. Be thoughtful and clear about your timeline. Identify your 
project team members and scholars, describe their roles, and show how they’ll contribute 
to your project’s success. 

6. Not exceed $5,000 in requested funding. You may apply for a grant of up to $5,000 
(though of course you may request less). When we award a grant, we look closely at 
budgets to evaluate where applicants are proposing to spend grant funds. In some cases, 
we may offer only partial funding, especially if we determine that some of your 
components aren’t humanities centered or that you’ve budgeted grant funds for ineligible 
expenses (see the restrictions outlined below). 

7. Demonstrate at least a 50 percent match in cash or in-kind contributions 
from your organization or other sources (e.g., if you request $5,000, you must show 
at least $2,500 of matching support). Matching funds must come from nonfederal sources 
and ideally will demonstrate a level of community support for the project. We provide our 
funders with data on how much private investment our grants leverage, so we encourage 
you to be thoughtful about calculating your match and to provide an accurate valuation of 
what you and your donors/collaborators will bring to the table. You’ll find more 
information about the match in the “Budget” section in Appendix A below.  

https://www.access-board.gov/ada
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8. Begin after notification of the grant. While you may engage in planning your project 
before or during the time that Indiana Humanities is considering funding, the public 
programming should not take place until after you’re notified of the grant. We encourage 
you to submit applications well in advance of your program start date; if you do not receive 
funding but have allowed enough time, you may revise your application based on the 
feedback we give you and resubmit it for reconsideration.  

9. Be completed within a year of the award date. If awarded a grant, you must 
complete project activities within one year of receiving notification (with a final report due 
90 days after close). If you’ll need longer than a year to complete your project, please let us 
know before you submit your application; we may allow more time for compelling reasons.  

 
Restrictions 

Indiana Humanities will not award grants for any of the following purposes:  

• General operating expenses (i.e., our grants must support the development and 
implementation of specific public humanities programs) 

• Activities that promote or discourage/disparage a particular political, religious, or 
ideological point of view 

(Note that this restriction is not intended to prevent the exploration and examination of 
religious points of view. We understand that programs funded by Matters of Religion 
Grants will necessarily give selective attention to those religious ideologies that are 
relevant to the program’s topic; grant-funded projects should use the tools of the 
humanities to approach ideology with curiosity and respect.) 

• Advocacy of a particular program of social or political action 

• Support of specific public policies or legislation 

• Food and beverages (unless it’s a key educational component of the program—for example, 
purchasing food for a program that explores religious culinary traditions); using grant 
funds to purchase alcohol is always prohibited 

• Entertainment (unless it’s a key educational component of the program—for example, 
hiring a pianist for a program that explores the history of sacred music) 

• Lobbying  

• Fundraising 

• Endowment contributions 

• Regranting of funds 

• Purchase of land or facilities, construction, or renovation  

• Property or major equipment purchases (in other words, funds should not be used 
exclusively for equipment purchases; we may consider funding equipment, however, if it’s 
a portion of the grant request and will support the overall goal of providing public 
humanities programming) 

• Archival acquisitions 

• Programming that falls outside of the humanities (see further explanation in the “What We 
Support” and “Requirements” sections above) 

• Social services 

• Prizes, awards, or scholarships 
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• Publication of books 

• International travel 

• Promotion of gender ideology or discriminatory equity ideology that violates applicable 
law; support for diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) or diversity, equity, inclusion, and 
accessibility (DEIA) initiatives or activities that violate applicable law; and/or 
environmental justice initiatives or activities that violate applicable law 

 
Application, Review, and Notification 

You must submit your proposal using Indiana Humanities’ grants portal. You’ll find on our 
website instructions for applying. Please note that first-time applicants will have to create an 
account in the portal. More information about applying (including a list of narrative 
questions) is included in Appendix A below. 
 
We accept applications for Matters of Religion Grants on a rolling basis, with quarterly 
deadlines on January 31, April 30, July 31, and October 31. After each deadline passes, we’ll 
gather and evaluate all the applications we received over the course of the previous quarter. (So, 
for example, if you apply between August 1 and October 31, we’ll begin reviewing your 
application in November.) Our review committee will assess each proposal based on the extent 
to which the project aligns to the guidelines presented in this document.  
 
In particular, committee members will evaluate the connection to the Matters of Religion theme, 
the richness of the humanities content and clear contributions of humanities scholars; the 
feasibility of the methods and the organization’s capacity to execute the project; the statement of 
need; and the clarity and reasonableness of the budget. To help you better understand the 
factors that go into our assessment, we’ve attached the Matters of Religion Grant 
scoring rubric in Appendix C. 
 
We’ll notify you about the status of your proposal within six weeks after the deadline. We’ll 
contact the project director, who will be responsible for informing other project team members.  
 
We’ll award an organization only one Matters of Religion grant per 12-month period. If you 
apply for a grant and don’t receive it, you may rework your proposal (we encourage you to 
consult with our grants staff on ways that you might improve it) and submit it again. 
 
Administration 

If you’re awarded a grant, we’ll email the project director information about administering it.  
 
Among other things, you’ll need to: 

• Electronically sign a copy of the agreement in the grants portal. This is a standard 
agreement and is nonnegotiable. We reserve the right to cancel the agreement if you 
make significant changes to your project scope, purpose, activities, personnel, budget, or 
timeline without obtaining our permission. 

• Provide us with your organization’s Unique Entity Identification (UEI), obtained through 
the federal System for Award Management website, SAM.gov. We’ll ask for the UEI on the 
application, and if you already have one, please provide it. If you don’t have one, you may 
leave the field blank (it’s not required), but know that if you receive a grant, you’ll need to 
register for a UEI and include it on the agreement. Obtaining a UEI can take several 
months, so if you’re applying for a grant and don’t have one, we strongly 
encourage you to begin the process right away. We won’t be able to pay grant funds 

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=indianah
https://indianahumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Instructions-for-Online-Grant-Applications-2023.pdf
http://www.sam.gov./
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until you provide us with your UEI. For instructions on getting a UEI, visit SAM.gov and/or 
watch this video. 

• Provide Indiana Humanities with advance notice of all grant-funded events and activities 
so we can include them on the events section of our website, promote them on social 
media, and send an Indiana Humanities representative to attend when possible.  

• Comply with state and federal nondiscriminatory statutes.  

• Report significant changes in the project (including changes to the budget) to Indiana 
Humanities prior to their execution.  

• Acknowledge Indiana Humanities as stipulated in the grant agreement. 

• Submit a final report (including documentation of final expenditures and match) at the 
conclusion of the project.  

• Retain auditable records of grant funds and local donations of cash and in-kind 
contributions and services (for three years).  

 
Indiana Humanities will pay the full award upon receipt of a payment request.  
 
Application Support 

We’re available to support you as you prepare your application, and we encourage you to reach 
out if you have concerns about whether your idea would be eligible for funding. We’re also eager 
to provide assistance as you prepare your budget, identify your humanities scholars, and 
develop your responses. For help, please contact: 
 
George Hanlin, Director of Grants  
Indiana Humanities 
1500 N. Delaware St., Indianapolis, IN 46202 
grants@indianahumanities.org 
317.616.9784 
 
Emma Crossen, Director of Religious Initiatives 
Indiana Humanities 
1500 N. Delaware St., Indianapolis, IN 46202 
ecrossen@indianahumanities.org 
317.616.9798 

  

https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4RSHjczdxq8
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Appendix A—What to Expect in the Online Application 

 
A well-prepared application influences the grant-review process. To achieve a superior rating, 
proposals should meet the published criteria, clearly describe the end product and include a 
workable plan, include a complete and accurate budget with itemized expenses, and 
demonstrate community need for the proposed programming. The following outlines the 
sections and questions you’ll find on the online application form. 
 

Call for Proposals 

The purpose of this section is to remind you of the importance of reviewing the grant call for 
proposals. 

• Verification. Before proceeding with the rest of the application, verify that you have 
downloaded and read the call for proposals. 

 

Project Title and Directors 

This section provides us with the basic information we need about your project. We’ll ask you to 
provide the following. 

• Project Title. This is the name you’ve given your project. We encourage you to make it 
brief, self-explanatory, and appealing.  

• Sponsoring Organization Official. This is the person who’s legally empowered to sign the 
application on behalf of the organization—usually the president, executive director, or 
board chair. College and university applicants should obtain the approval of their 
administrative officials (office of research, sponsored programs, etc.). 

• Project Director Name. The project director is the person who’ll act as the administrative 
contact for the grant. We’ll send grant-related correspondence to the project director, so 
the person you list should be aware of the application and be prepared to serve.  

• Project Director Title. This is the project director’s title at the organization that’s applying. 
If the project director isn’t an employee at the organization, list “volunteer” or a similar 
title. 

• Project Director Phone Number. 

• Project Director Email Address. The email address should be the address at which the 
project director wishes to receive communications.  

• Project Director Résumé. Attach the résumé as directed. 
 

Project Overview—What, Who, Where, When, Why 

These questions ask you to provide detailed information about your project’s purpose, audience, 
location, and timeline.  

• Project Description. Describe your project in detail, including its format, connection to the 
Matters of Religion theme, and relevance to your local community. What format will it 
take? What questions is it concerned with? (See the “What We Support” section above for 
examples.) Why does the project matter for your community? 

• Audience. Describe the audience(s) you intend to reach. Who are they and why are they 
interested in participating? How many people do you expect will participate?  

• Location. Describe where the programming will take place or how it will be distributed. If 
the programming occurs in multiple locations, please list each of them. 
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• Timeline. Provide a timeline for your project. Share details regarding all stages of the 
project, including planning, implementing, and evaluating/reporting. Be especially clear 
about when the programming will take place. 

 

Project Personnel and Partnerships 

These questions help us identify the range of expertise and level of support involved in the 
project. 

• Humanities Scholars. Who are your humanities scholars or experts? How are they 
involved in the planning and implementation of your project? 

• Portrayal of Religion. If your program involves portrayals of religious communities’ 
beliefs, experiences, or practices, describe how you are involving members of that 
community to tell their own stories, or otherwise ensuring that religious communities are 
portrayed in ways that ring true to their own experience. If this is not relevant to your 
program, you may skip this question. 

• Project Team Members. In addition to the humanities scholars/experts, list other project 
team members and describe their roles.  

• Partner Organizations. List any partner organizations that are collaborating on this 
project and describe their roles. If there are none, you may skip this question. 

• Scholar Résumés. Attach résumés or CVs for the scholars/experts involved in this project. 
Note that if you have multiple documents, you’ll need to upload them together in one file. 

• Personnel Résumés. If you feel it will be helpful, attach résumés or CVs for additional 
personnel involved in the project. Note that these are optional and not required. If you 
have multiple documents, you’ll need to upload them together in one file. 

 

Budget 

Here you’ll provide a line-item budget for the project, using the budget format in 
Appendix B as a guide. We’ve included on our Indiana Humanities Matters of Religion Grant 
web page a template you can download and complete; you may also re-create your own 
spreadsheet or table as long as it has the same columns and categories. 
 
Please note the following: 

• The column titled “Grant Funds” should reflect how you’ll use the funds that you’re 
requesting from Indiana Humanities. As a reminder, you should not use grant funds for 
any of the restricted items listed on pages 5–6. The amount of grant funds requested will 
automatically total at the bottom of the column; enter this number on the application line 
that says, “Total Grant Request.”  

• The column titled “Match—Cash” should reflect cash for project expenses that comes from 
your organization or your donors and collaborators. You should count in this column the 
time that paid staff will spend on the project. See the “additional budget notes” section 
immediately below for more information about cash match. The cash match amount will 
automatically total at the bottom of the column; enter this number on the application line 
that says, “Total Cash Match.” 

• The column titled “Match—In-Kind” should reflect the dollar value of support given to the 
project instead of money. Examples include volunteer time, use of donated meeting space, 
or donated supplies. Compute the in-kind value according to the actual pay scale of 
persons engaged in comparable work, the actual rental value for the room, or the actual 
purchase value of the supplies. See the “additional budget notes” section immediately 

https://indianahumanities.org/grant/matters-of-religion-grant
https://indianahumanities.org/grant/matters-of-religion-grant
https://indianahumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Budget-Template-Indiana-Humanities-Grants-2027.xlsx


   10 

below for more information about in-kind match. The in-kind match amount will 
automatically total at the bottom of the column; enter this number on the application line 
that says, “Total In-Kind Match.” 

• The budget template will automatically add together the total grant request, total cash 
match, and total in-kind match. This amount appears underneath the Total Project Budget 
heading. Enter this amount on the application line that says, “Total Project Cost.” 

• Once you’ve finalized your budget form, attach it to the application. 
 

Additional budget notes: 

• Your match (cash and in-kind combined) must equal at least 50 percent of your requested 
grant funds. 

• You cannot use federal dollars for match purposes. 

• Line items for food, beverages, and other restricted activities (see the list on pages 5–6) are 
prohibited, both for Indiana Humanities grant funds and match funds. These items should 
not appear anywhere in your budget. 

• You should keep any reimbursement for airfare, hotel, and per diem at reasonable rates; 
you should reimburse mileage at no more than the current IRS standard rate. Note that 
grant funds cannot be used for international travel. 

• You may apply up to 15 percent of grant funds toward indirect costs, unless your 
organization is allowed a higher rate through a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement 
(NICRA) with the federal government. If your organization has a NICRA, you must submit 
a current copy along with your application when requesting grant funds for indirect costs. 
Attach the NICRA documentation in “Additional Materials” section of the application. 

• You should be specific and clear about how you’re spending grant dollars and meeting 
your match. If any budget items need an explanation, you should provide it in the 
Explanation of Expense and Match column. Remember that clarity of budget is one factor 
on which we evaluate your proposal. 

 

Additional Materials 

This section allows you to provide additional information that will help us evaluate your 
proposal.  

• Additional Materials. Attach any additional materials that you feel will be helpful as we 
consider your grant proposal. These materials are optional and not required. If you have 
multiple documents, you’ll need to upload them together in one file. 

 

Accessibility 

We want to be sure that your programs are accessible to the public, so we ask you to answer the 
following. 

• ADA Compliance. Will all your grant-supported programs be presented at sites that are 
accessible according to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)?  

• ADA Accommodations. If your programming space isn’t ADA accessible, what reasonable 
accommodations will you make? 

• Additional Accessibility Efforts. In what other ways do you plan to make your grant-
supported programs accessible (e.g., providing ASL interpretation, translations, large-
print copy, onsite childcare, etc.)? 
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• Program Cost. Will you charge admission to your grant-supported programs, and if so, 
how much do you expect tickets will cost? 
 

Federal Reporting Information 

Because Indiana Humanities receives operating support from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, a federal agency, we must adhere to federal guidelines and collect the following 
information. 

• Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN). Also referred to as the Federal Tax 
Identification Number (TIN), this is a unique nine-digit number that the Internal Revenue 
Service assigns to organizations. 

• Unique Entity ID. This is an identification number required of all organizations receiving 
federal funds. If your organization doesn’t have one at the time of application, you may 
leave this field blank, but know that you’ll need to register for and provide us with a 
Unique Entity ID if you receive a grant. (See more information in the “Administration” 
section on page 6.) 

• Federal Funding. We ask if your organization receives more than $1,000,000 in federal 
funds annually. If so, we must follow certain federal reporting requirements. 

 

Authorizations 

You’ll finalize the grant application in this section. 

• Sharing Permission. Indiana Humanities occasionally provides examples of well-written 
grant proposals. This question asks if you’re willing to let us share your proposal with others. 

• Electronic Signature. Once you’re ready to submit the application, enter your name on this 
line. Your electronic signature will certify that the application is complete and accurate. 

• Date of Signature. Enter the date you signed the application. 



Appendix B—Sample Budget 
 

Use the following sample budget as a guide for laying out and itemizing the budget that you submit. You may prepare your budget using the template provided with the 
application, or you may create and upload your own Word document or spreadsheet as long as you use the same columns and categories as the sample. Note that this is a 
general example and not specific to the Matters of Religion Grant. 
 

Expense Category 
Grant 
Funds 

Match— 
Cash  

Match–
In-Kind 

Explanation of Expense and Match 

Personnel 

Salaries, Wages, 
Benefits 

$255.00 $255.00  

Program director, 10 hrs. @ $30/hr. = $300 
Executive director, 2 hrs. @ $45/hr. = $90 
Custodian, 2 hrs. @ $20/hr. = $40 
Childcare providers (x 2), 2 hrs. each @ $20/hr. = $80 

Speaker Fees, 
Stipends, Honoraria 

$2,000.00  $500.00 
Speaker fee for Susan Wilson, historian and facilitator. Wilson typically 
charges $2,500 but is providing a discount to our organization, so we’re 
counting her $500 donation as part of our in-kind support. 

Volunteer Time     $195.72 
Two volunteers will staff the event (4 hrs. total) and another volunteer will 
distribute flyers the week prior (2 hrs.); 6 hrs. total @ $32.62/hour (per 
Independent Sector*) = $195.72 in-kind support 

Travel 

Mileage $211.28     Wilson mileage from Indianapolis, 278 miles round trip x $.76/mile = $211.28  

Lodging $116.00     Wilson overnight hotel stay = $116  

Airfare        

Trave—Other         

Other 

Supplies $37.00     
Name tags, Post-It notes for small-group activity, new pack of dry-erase 
markers 

Printing, Copying, 
Production, Postage 

$90.00   $30.00 
For flyers, signage, and handouts; Printer gives us a 25% discount as a 
frequent customer so we're counting that as part of our in-kind contribution 

Facility, Venue, Space     $400.00 
We'll use an auditorium that rents at $100/hr. for 4 hrs., including set-up and 
tear-down; this is donated space and we’re counting it toward in-kind match 

Marketing, PR, 
Advertising,  

$50.00     We'll spend $50 on social media ads to promote the event 

Miscellaneous     

Expense Totals 

Grant 
Funds 

Match–
Cash 

Match– 
In-Kind 

Total Project Budget 

$2,759 $255 $1,126 $4,140  

 

For this example, these are the numbers you’d enter in the Budget section of the application: 
Total Grant Request = $2,759 / Total Cash Match = $255 / Total In-Kind Match = $1,126 / Total Project Cost = $4,140 
 
* We encourage applicants to account for volunteer time as part of their in-kind match. The Independent Sector website offers a helpful online tool for assigning a dollar 

value to volunteer time (independentsector.org/research/value-of-volunteer-time.) As of July 2026, it recommends a valuation of $32.62/hour in Indiana.   

https://indianahumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Budget-Template-Indiana-Humanities-Grants-2027.xlsx
http://independentsector.org/research/value-of-volunteer-time


   

Appendix C—Indiana Humanities Matters of Religion Grant Scoring Rubric 
 

Our grant review committee uses the following scoring rubric to evaluate proposals. 
 

Applicant Name:        Date:       

Does this proposal meet the minimum guidelines (tax-exempt applicant, thematic focus, humanistic methods, public programming elements)?     ☐  Y   or   ☐  N 
If “yes,” use the rubric below to evaluate the proposal and assign a score. 

Core Components 

Component Weak Fair Strong Points  

Matters of 
Religion 
Thematic Focus 

10 Points 

The project’s connections to the Matters of 
Religion theme are weak. It may make mention 
of religion or involve partnering with a religious 
organization, but religion is only incidental to 
its topic and guiding questions. 

0–3 points 

The project focuses on elements of religion but 
doesn’t engage with the idea of religious liberty; 
or it engages with religious liberty and religion 
but doesn’t make a compelling case that the 
topic is relevant to the general public; and/or or 
doesn’t connect the topic to Indiana.  

4–7 points 

The project is described with clear and compelling 
questions that aim to increase understanding about the 
role of religion and religious liberty in Hoosiers’ lives, 
and the project format seems likely to help participants 
show curiosity toward the religious lives of others. 

8–10 points 

      

out of 
10 

Public 
Humanities 
Methods 

10 Points 

The project’s use of humanities methods is 
weak. The public programming components are 
minimal. The scholars/experts listed are not 
legitimate or are questionable at best. 

0–3 points 

The project includes humanities elements 
and/or humanities methods but they’re fairly 
commonplace. The project does include 
scholars/experts, though their role may be 
incidental or not well defined. This is an 
adequate public humanities project, but it 
doesn’t necessarily inspire. 

4–7 points 

The project clearly uses humanities methods. It features 
solid public-programming elements. The scholars and 
their roles are clearly identified, and the scholars will 
likely contribute to the project’s success. Projects scoring 
the highest points may apply innovative approaches or 
highlight unique humanities elements. 

8–10 points 

      

out of 
10 

Capacity 

5 Points 

The organization’s ability to carry out this 
project is questionable. The team does not 
appear qualified, the timeline is not well 
thought out/presented, the research/planning 
seems weak, and/or the organization does not 
have a strong track record. It does not appear 
that the organization has the capacity to draw 
an audience. The proposal is poorly developed. 

0–1 points 

Given the proposal and what we know of this 
organization/team, it’s likely it could adequately 
carry out this project. The team appears 
qualified, and the timeline seems sound. Based 
on our understanding of the project and the 
target audience, we feel the organization is 
positioned to achieve its goals in terms of 
attendance. 

2–3 points 

The organization has developed a solid proposal that 
inspires confidence. It has put significant thought into 
the planning of the project and presents a clearly defined 
timeline that’s achievable. The organization has a clear 
audience in mind for its program and a method for 
reaching it.  

4–5 points 

      

out of 5 

Case 
Statement/Need 

5 Points 

The proposal does not make a compelling case 
as to why this project is important to the 
community, nor does it convey enthusiasm and 
make us want to fund the project. The person 
writing the proposal does not “sell” the project, 
and if we don’t fund it, it’s hard to see that there 
will be much negative impact. 

0–1 points 

Based on the proposal, we can see that this 
project has merit. The proposal sheds some 
light on the value the project brings to the 
community and how participants will benefit. 
While the enthusiasm factor might not be the 
highest, we can tell that the project team will be 
engaged and committed to creating impact. 

2–3 points 

The proposal makes a compelling case as to why the 
project is important and clearly defines the impact it will 
have on the community. The proposal conveys a strong 
sense of enthusiasm and excitement. If we fund this 
work, the team will carry it out with a sense of purpose 
and will create meaningful engagement.  

4–5 points 

      

out of 5 



   

Budget 

5 Points 

The budget does not include details to help 
reviewers understand how the organization will 
spend grant dollars. It doesn’t seem reasonable, 
it proposes to spend funds on prohibited 
activities, and/or the numbers don’t add up. It 
raises questions about the ability to execute. 

0–1 points 

The budget is adequate. While it might not offer 
the most detail, the organization has put some 
thought into it, and we get a sense of how grant 
dollars will be spent. The figures seem 
reasonable compared to what we understand 
about the project.  

2–3 points 

The budget is well prepared. It offers sufficient detail to 
help us understand how funds will be spent, and the 
person preparing it has invested time getting quotes, 
estimates, etc. The budget does a good job of accurately 
reflecting the costs involved with the project. 

4–5 points 

      

out of 5 

Add together the points you assigned for each of the core components and factors listed above and enter the total to the right. 
This is your final score. 

      

out of 
35 

Comments:       


