INDIANA HUMANITIES
COLLABORATION GRANTS ndiana
CALL FOR PROPOSALS s

Grant Amount: Up to $20,000

Timeline
_ @ Inquiry form due April 30, 2019
Deadline -
w Full application due July 31, 2019 (11:30 p.m.)
Notification Approximately six weeks after the application deadline

Date projects may begin | Oct. 1, 2019

Date projects must be

Within two years of notification
completed

w This grant requires at least a 50 percent cash/in-kind match.

Additional details w We plan to award up to two Collaboration Grants in 2019.

w Funding is provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities, a
federal agency.

At Indiana Humanities, we know that access to public humanities programs is essential. The humanities help
engage Hoosiers, inform them and inspire them. They stoke curiosity, promote dialogue and allow people to
better understand the diverse and complex world in which we live. They're a vital component of thriving
communities, enhancing quality of life and promoting economic development.

We also know that when people and groups come together to promote the humanities, they can do incredible
things. We've seen it time and again in the work that we do—community organizations embracing the
humanities, collaborating on a range of programs, capturing the attention of diverse audiences and creating
widespread impact. It's the sort of work that Indiana Humanities wants to see more often across the state, and
to encourage it, we offer Collaboration Grants to tax-exempt organizations who partner on humanities
programming built around a common theme. The guidelines below present details about these grants, outlining
the types of projects we support, who's eligible to receive them, how to apply and other important information.

What We Support

Indiana Humanities’ mission is to encourage Hoosiers to think, read and talk, and we like to support projects
that do just that—projects that help people learn new information, consider different perspectives, share ideas



and understand one another better. The purpose of the Collaboration Grant, as its name suggests, is to
encourage groups to work together to develop and implement programs that help us achieve this goal.

We're open to a variety of collaborations and are eager to consider the unique partnerships you propose.

w Partners might come from the same town, city or county—rfor example, your library sponsors a
community-wide reading/discussion series on immigration, while the historical society hosts an
exhibition exploring the history of immigration in the area and the local college brings to town a scholar
to discuss immigration policy.

w The partnership might be regional in nature—for example, libraries and museums in East Central
Indiana work together to develop a series of programs on the history of the late 1800s Gas Boom and its
continuing effects on the region today.

w The partnership might even consist of organizations from different parts of the state, collaborating on a
project that impacts each of their communities and/or the state as a whole—for example, a university
medical school based in Indianapolis works with nonprofit hospitals in Terre Haute, Richmond, Fort
Wayne and Evansville to present a series of talks exploring the history of the opioid outbreak, as well as
humanities-centered readings and discussions on how governments, nonprofits and other community
players can address the crisis.

Whatever the partnership looks like, you and your collaborators should work together to develop and implement
programs that are tied to a core idea or theme and that provide audiences with opportunities to deeply engage
with the subject matter. As outlined further in the requirements below, the programming should involve
humanities topics or includes humanistic approaches.

We'll consider a variety of formats and approaches—anything from a weeklong literary festival to a series of
public workshops spread over several months. In order to put forth a competitive application, however, you
must demonstrate that your proposed project will engage wide audiences and have a meaningful impact on the
communities in which programs take place.

Eligibility

To be eligible for Collaboration Grant, you must apply on behalf of an Indiana-based tax-exempt organization,
and your collaborators should be tax-exempt organizations as well. Schools, public libraries, churches,
community organizations and government entities are eligible; 501(c)3 status is not required. We will not

award Collaboration Grants to individuals. Also, note that we will not give an organization more than one
Collaboration Grant per calendar year.

Requirements

Your proposal must meet the following requirements in order to be considered. Our review committee will use
these to evaluate, rate and rank your application.



Your project must:

1.

Contain a strong focus on the humanities. When considering which humanities-related projects to
fund, we use guidelines provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities. According to the NEH,
the humanities include activities in the following disciplines:

w Literature w Comparative religion

w Llanguage w Law

w History w Ethics

w Philosophy w Theory, history and criticism of the performing and visual arts

w Archaeology w Social sciences that have humanistic content and/or humanistic method

We're especially interested in projects that align with our goals and help us carry out our mission. To
learn more about what we do and what’s important to us, visit www.indianahumanities.org.

A point of clarification about the arts: As noted above, projects that focus on art history and criticism are
eligible for Indiana Humanities grants—but in general, we do not fund other arts-related activities,
particularly the creation or performance of art.

Involve other organizations in the design and implementation of the project. Given the purpose of
this grant, it's important that you collaborate with other groups to carry out this work and clearly
demonstrate in your application how those groups will be involved. We don’t put limitations around how
many partners you should include, but our review committee will assess your application on how feasible
the project is and on the quality/integral nature of the collaboration, so you should demonstrate that you
have the right partners in place (in terms of quality and quantity) in order to be effective.

Include humanities scholars in planning and implementation. Humanities scholars are those with
particular training or experience qualifying them as professionals in one or more of the academic
disciplines of the humanities. Scholars may have advanced degrees (MA or PhD) in a humanities field of
study and/or regular appointments at an institution of higher learning, or they may have developed a
high level of expertise through immersion in a particular cultural tradition. Artists or authors are not
humanities scholars unless they also fulfill these criteria.

We recognize that this requirement raises concerns for many applicants, so if you have questions about
including a qualified scholar as part of your project, please contact us for guidance.

Be intended for a public or school audience. Although you may design and market your program for a
target audience, you must make it open to the public. If you're delivering the program at a school,
however, you may limit it to certain students/classes.

Please note: You may charge admission to an event funded with an Indiana Humanities grant, but the
admission should be nominal (we recommend no more than the cost of a movie ticket). We will not fund a
project if we feel the cost of admission will prevent it from being a truly public event. For this reason, we
typically do not support conferences or workshops that charge significant registration fees, unless the
grant goes toward an activity (e.g., a keynote address) that is open to the public at a free or reduced rate.

Be presented at sites that are accessible according to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
If the sites are not ADA accessible, you must demonstrate how you will make reasonable
accommodations.


www.indianahumanities.org

10.

Include a plan for execution. You must demonstrate that you have the capacity to execute the project
you propose. No matter how strong an idea is, we won’t fund it if we don’t have confidence that you can
successfully implement it. In your application, be sure to provide sufficient detail as you describe your
project ideas and goals. Tell us exactly what you and your partners are going to do and how you'll do it.
Be thoughtful and clear about your timeline. Identify your project team members and scholars, describe
their roles and show how they'll contribute to your project’s success.

Not exceed $20,000 in requested funding. You may apply for a grant of up to $20,000 (though of
course you may also ask for less). When we award a grant, we prefer to give the full amount requested,
but you should understand that on occasion we may offer only partial funding.

Demonstrate at least a 50 percent match in cash or in-kind contributions from your organization
or other sources (e.g., if you request $16,250, you must show at least $8,125 of matching support).
Matching funds must come from nonfederal sources and ideally will demonstrate a level of community
support for the project. We report to the National Endowment for the Humanities data on how much
private investment our grants leverage, so we encourage you to be thoughtful about calculating your
match and to provide an accurate valuation of what you and your donors/collaborators will bring to the
table. You'll find more information about the match in the “Budget” section in Appendix A below.

Begin after the project start date indicated on page 1 of these guidelines (Oct. 1). While you may
begin planning your project in advance, the public programming should not take place before the start
date that we list. In other words, we won’t fund your program if part or all of it has already occurred
before we make our decision and notify you.

Be completed within two years of the award date. If awarded a grant, you must complete project
activities within two years of receiving notification (with a final report due 90 days after close). If you'll
need longer than two years to complete your project, please let us know before you submit your
application; we may allow more time for compelling reasons.

Restrictions
Indiana Humanities will not award grants for any of the following purposes:

w
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w

Political action or advocacy

Religious practices or training

Creation or performance of art (see further explanation in the Requirements section above)
Social services

Scholarships or prizes

Construction or renovation

Property or major equipment purchases (in other words, funds should not be used exclusively for
equipment purchases; we may consider funding equipment, however, if it's a portion of the grant request
and will support the overall goal of providing public humanities programming)

Publication of books

Operating expenses



w Alcoholic beverages

w Entertainment (unless it's a key educational component of the program—for example, musicians for a
program on Indiana’s jazz heritage)

You may use grant dollars to pay for refreshments at your public programs, as long as you don’t spend more
than 10 percent of your award on them. When you submit your application, you must indicate in your line-item
budget how much of the grant funding you plan to spend on them.

We allow up to 10 percent of the grant to go toward indirect costs; 25 percent of the cost share (i.e., your
match) may come from indirect costs.

Application, Review and Notification
Sponsoring Organization

Partners in the collaboration must choose one organization to serve as the sponsor and appoint a
representative from this organization to serve as project director. The project director will be the key point of
contact with Indiana Humanities. The project director will likely complete the inquiry form and application,
although another staff member from your sponsoring organization, such as a development director, may do so.

[nquiry

Before applying for an Collaboration Grant, you must complete a brief inquiry form by the deadline listed on
page 1 of these guidelines (April 30). After you submit your inquiry form, an Indiana Humanities staff member
will contact you either via phone or email to acknowledge it and to ask additional information and/or provide
guidance. If we feel that your project aligns well with the goals of the Collaboration Grant, we’ll ask you to
submit a full proposal.

Application

to


https://indianahumanities.wufoo.com/forms/x34qcpw1waszb6/

