INDIANA HUMANITIES
ACTION GRANTS indiana
CALL FOR PROPOSALS /A

Grant Amount: Up to $3,000
Timeline

Application deadline On a rolling basis—due the last day of each month (11:30 p.m. Eastern)

Notification Within four weeks of the application deadline

Date projects may begin | Six weeks after the application deadline

Date projects must be

Within one year of notification
completed

w This grant requires at least a 100 percent cash/in-kind match.

w We plan to award 35 to 40 Action Grants in 2021; depending on
demand, we cannot guarantee that funds will remain toward the end

Additional details of the year.

w Indiana Humanities grants are funded through the support of the
National Endowment for the Humanities, a federal agency.

At Indiana Humanities, we know that access to public humanities programs is essential. The humanities help
to engage Hoosiers, inform them and inspire them. They stoke curiosity, promote dialogue and allow people to
better understand the diverse and complex world in which they live. They're a vital component of thriving
communities, enhancing quality of life and promoting economic development.

To help ensure that everyone across the state shares in these benefits, Indiana Humanities offers Action
Grants to Indiana organizations, providing them with funds to develop and implement responsive and
meaningful humanities programming in their own communities. The guidelines below present details about
these grants, outlining the types of projects we support, who's eligible to receive them, how to apply and other
important information.

What We Support

Indiana Humanities’ mission is to encourage Hoosiers to think, read and talk, and we like to support projects
that do just that—projects that help people learn new information, consider different perspectives, share ideas
and understand one another better. Programs may come in a variety of formats—workshops, presentations,



reading/discussion programs, exhibitions, podcasts, film documentaries and more—as long as they're open to
the public and utilize the humanities as a tool for engagement.

To help illustrate and inspire, here are some projects we've funded that align well with the goals of the Action
Grants:

w

The Civil Rights Heritage Center in South Bend hosted a civil rights film series that paired nationally
acclaimed documentary films with panels of local individuals and humanities scholars who spoke to
each film's topic and impact in the South Bend community.

Historic New Harmony hosted Heritage Artisans Days, a three-day festival that allowed elementary
students to experience what life was like in New Harmony, the site of two utopian communities in the
early 1800s. Reenactors engaged with the students and provided history lessons through hands-on
activities.

As part of its “Plant the Seed, Read!” program, Warsaw-based Kosciusko Literary Services purchased
copies of Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms for a community-wide reading program. It brought in a
scholar to discuss Hemingway and the book at a number of public gatherings and school assemblies in
towns around the region.

The Indiana Medical History Museum in Indianapolis created an app that allows deaf and hearing-
impaired visitors to fully experience guided tours of the museum via transcripts and ASL
interpretation videos. Guests can borrow iPads with the app loaded and follow along during the tours.

The General Lew Wallace Study and Museum in Crawfordsville hosted a series of six public programs
related to the theme "From Crawfordsville to Constantinople: Traveling with the Wallaces.” Activities
included presentations, a reading-and-discussion program and an author fair.

The Jackson County Public Library in Seymour hosted a professor from the University of Notre Dame,
who gave a presentation highlighting Indiana’s African-American history. A local historian also spoke
about black history in Jackson County and efforts to renovate the town’s Lynn Street Colored School
Center of Good Will.

To help local residents learn about different religions and better understand and accept others’ beliefs,
the Batesville Memorial Public Library developed and hosted “A World of Faith and Cultures in Our
Neighborhoods.” As part of the project, religious-studies scholars from Indiana University presented
talks at four libraries across Ripley County, and each site hosted a festival featuring food, music and
dress associated with different religious groups.

We especially like these programs because they fit well with our mission of encouraging Hoosiers to think, read
and talk. A few attempted to reach audiences that are sometimes left out of community conversations, and
others used technology to make humanities programs more available to the public. All were based in sound
scholarship and at the same time were engaging and accessible—with strong participation from the
community. They serve as excellent examples of the types of projects that Indiana Humanities likes to support
with our Action Grants.


https://clas.iusb.edu/centers/civil-rights/
https://indianahumanities.org/iu-south-bend-civil-rights-heritage-center-film-series
https://www.usi.edu/hnh/
https://indianahumanities.org/telling-the-story-of-new-harmony-through-interactive-artisanry
http://www.kosciuskoliteracyservices.org/
http://www.imhm.org/
https://www.ben-hur.com/
https://www.myjclibrary.org/
https://ebatesville.com/

Eligibility

To be eligible for an Action Grant, you must apply on behalf of an Indiana-based tax-exempt organization.
Schools, public libraries, churches, community organizations and government entities are eligible; 501(c)3
status is not required. We will not award Action Grants to individuals or for-profit entities. Also, note that we
will not award an organization more than one Action Grant per calendar year.

Requirements

Your proposal must meet the following requirements in order to be considered. Our review committee will use
these to evaluate, rate and rank your application.

Your project must:

1. Contain a strong focus on the humanities. When considering which humanities-related projects to
fund, we use guidelines provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities. According to the NEH,
the humanities include activities in the following disciplines:

w Literature w Comparative religion

w Language w Law

w History w Ethics

w Philosophy w Theory, history and criticism of the performing and visual arts

w Archaeology w Social sciences that have humanistic content and/or humanistic method

We're especially interested in projects that align with our goals and help us carry out our mission. To
learn more about what we do and what’s important to us, visit www.indianahumanities.org. If you
question whether your project falls into the humanities disciplines that we support, please contact us.

A point of clarification about the arts:

Indiana Humanities does not support arts-related projects, especially around the creation/display of visual
art (drawing, painting, sculpture, etc.) or the performance of art (drama, dance, music, etc.). If your project
involves these activities, we encourage you to seek guidance from the Indiana Arts Commission or your
local arts council. In general, we do not award grants for writing workshops or other creative literary
programs unless they include considerable opportunity for public reading and discussion. As noted above,
we will consider projects that focus on art history and criticism (e.g., a discussion program in which a
qualified and engaging scholar explores artistic themes and/or helps put works in context), but funding for
these projects is rare. Our advice: If your project includes arts components, reach out to us for guidance
before applying.

2. Include humanities scholars in planning and implementation. Humanities scholars are those with
particular training or experience qualifying them as professionals in one or more of the academic
disciplines of the humanities. Scholars may have advanced degrees (MA or PhD) in a humanities field of
study and/or regular appointments at an institution of higher learning, or they may have developed a
high level of expertise through immersion in a particular cultural tradition. Artists or authors are not
humanities scholars unless they also fulfill these criteria.

We recognize that this requirement raises concerns for many applicants, so if you have questions about
including a qualified scholar as part of your project, please contact us.



http://www.indianahumanities.org/

Be intended for a public audience. Although you may design and market your program for a target
audience, you must ensure that it is open to the public at large. Our review committees assess the public
nature of all proposed programs and evaluate how factors such as timing and location will impact
audience attraction. Note that we do consider programs delivered in schools and prisons to be public,
and in these cases you may offer them to select audiences (i.e., you don’t have to open them to the
broader public).

Please note: You may charge admission to an event funded with an Indiana Humanities grant, but the
admission should be nominal (we recommend no more than the cost of a movie ticket). We will not fund a
project if we feel the cost of admission will prevent it from being a truly public event. For this reason, we
typically do not support conferences or workshops that charge significant registration fees, unless the
grant goes toward an activity (e.g., a keynote address) that is open to the public at a free or reduced rate.

Be presented at a site that is accessible according to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If
the site is not ADA accessible, you must demonstrate how you will make reasonable accommodations.

Include a plan for execution. You must demonstrate that you have the capacity to execute the project
you propose. No matter how strong an idea is, we won’t fund it if we don’t have confidence that you can
successfully implement it. In your application, be sure to provide sufficient detail as you describe your
project ideas and goals. Tell us exactly what you're going to do and how you'll do it. Be thoughtful and
clear about your timeline. Identify your project team members and scholars, describe their roles and
show how they'll contribute to your project’s success.

Not exceed $3,000 in requested funding. You may apply for a grant of up to $3,000 (though of course
you may also ask for less). When we award a grant, we look closely at budgets to evaluate where
applicants are proposing to spend grant funds. In some cases, we may offer only partial funding (and
we're doing so increasingly as our grants become more competitive).

Demonstrate at least a one-to-one match in cash or in-kind contributions from your organization
or other sources (e.g., if you request $2,500, you must show at least $2,500 of matching support).
Matching funds must come from nonfederal sources and ideally will demonstrate a level of community
support for the project. We report to the National Endowment for the Humanities data on how much
private investment our grants leverage, so we encourage you to be thoughtful about calculating your
match and to provide an accurate valuation of what you and your donors/collaborators will bring to the
table. You'll find more information about the match in the “Budget” section in Appendix A below.

Begin at least six weeks after the application deadline. While you may engage in planning your
project during the time that Indiana Humanities is considering funding, the public programming should
not take place until six weeks after the application deadline. For example, if you submit an application in
March (with a March 31 deadline), your program should not take place before mid-May. In this case, we
would review the proposal in early to mid-April and notify you of our decision by the end of the month.
The mid-May timeline would allow you the opportunity to prepare and submit the grant paperwork and to
acknowledge Indiana Humanities’ role in supporting the program (which is important to us). We
encourage you to submit applications well in advance of your program start date; if you do not receive
funding but have allowed enough time, you may revise your application based on the feedback we give
you and resubmit it for reconsideration. If you have questions about the timing of your application,
please contact us.

Be completed within a year of the award date. If awarded a grant, you must complete project
activities within one year of receiving notification (with a final report due 90 days after close). If you'll
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